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This week, the company takes its environmental mission one step further as
construction began on Yikes' new headquarters. Rehabbing a vacant building on
the 200 block of Girard Avenue, the Yikes team is creating a LEED Platinum office
with attached residential units, hoping to add sustainable real estate to their list of

green achievements.

"I have always loved these vacant, run-down, but architecturally beautiful
buildings so when I made the decision to buy a building for our business, I come
across these buildings and they look terrible but I think they look beautiful,” says
Tracy. "I decided then that I wanted to do this renovation project even though I
know it would be a lot easier to just move in somewhere that was ready to go.” —|_| T1E J[{:]l CNecK
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To get to LEED Platinum, there is a lot of planning involved. The HVAC system
has to be tested and retested for efficiency, all the materials used have to be
reclaimed through Greensaw, and all electricity will be purchased from the Enersy
Co-Op. But as much as they are doing, Tracy says they wish they could do more.
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"Unfortunately solar had to be taken out of the budget but my goal is, within the
next few vears, to find the money to get solar put back on,” says Tracy. "Being

able to go beyond our own consumption to create our own electricity would just be
the best."
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